Making the EU more effective, efficient and democratic
Crisis Management, Democracy and Differentiation in the European Union.

Comment rendre I’'UE plus efficace et plus démocratique ?
La gestion des crises, la démocratie et la différentiation dans I’'Union européenne.
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The DAFEUS policy lab

The imminent withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European Union has once again
intensified discussions about the future of the EU. Although there is wide agreement that the EU
requires reforms in many areas, the overall direction of its future development remains unclear.
Taking up current developments, the first DAFEUS policy lab will explore how institutions and
decision-making in the EU can be improved. The participants will discuss selected reform proposals
in the areas of crisis management, democracy and differentiation, and identify concrete reform
options linked to recent challenges in the political system of the EU. Throughout the debate, we will
encourage comparisons with Canada and other federal and multi-level systems in order to identify
strengths and deficits in the functioning of the EU and assess potential reforms. Debates in the
working groups and the plenary session will lead to 5-10 policy recommendations that will be
presented to the DAFEUS conference at the Université de Montréal on 1-2 November 2018.

The DAFEUS policy lab combines expertise of scientists and practitioners with the open-minded
input from interested PhD and MA students as well as civil society representatives. Participants
from different backgrounds will discuss policy proposals in small groups of around five persons.
Each group discussion will be moderated by an expert and kick-started with a short introduction to
convey the basic facts of the respective policy proposal or problem. The focus however is on an
open-minded exchange among the participants on possible solutions/reforms where they can feed
their individual policy preferences into the debate.

Le laboratoire du projet DAFEUS

Le retrait imminent du Royaume-Uni de I’'Union européenne a encore une fois intensifié les
discussions sur I'avenir de I'UE. Bien qu'il soit largement admis que I'UE exige des réformes dans de
nombreux domaines, I'orientation globale de son développement futur reste floue. En prenant en
compte les développements actuels, le premier laboratoire du projet DAFEUS explorera comment
les institutions et la prise de décision dans |'UE peuvent étre améliorées. Les participants
discuteront des propositions de réforme dans les domaines de la gestion des crises, la démocratie
et la différenciation, et identifieront des options de réforme concretes liées aux défis récents du
systéme politique de I'UE. Tout au long du débat, nous encouragerons les comparaisons avec le
Canada et d’autres systemes fédéraux afin d’identifier les forces et les faiblesses du fonctionnement
de I'UE et d'évaluer les réformes potentielles. Les débats au sein des groupes de travail et de la
séance pléniére déboucheront sur 5 a 10 recommandations politiques qui seront présentées au
collogue de DAFEUS les ler et 2 novembre 2018 a I'Université de Montréal.

Le laboratoire du projet DAFEUS combine |'expertise de scientifiques et de praticiens avec les idées
des étudiants et des représentants de la société civile. Des participants d'horizons différents
discuteront des propositions politiques en petits groupes d'environ cing personnes. Chaque
discussion de groupe sera animée par un expert qui lancera une courte introduction en présentant
les faits essentiels de la proposition politique ou du probleme concerné. L'accent est toutefois mis
sur un échange d'esprit ouvert entre les participants sur les solutions / réformes possibles, dans le
cadre duquel ils peuvent apporter leurs préférences politiques individuelles dans le débat.



Programme 2018

30 October 2018 | 30 octobre 2018

CEPSI - Centre d'études sur la paix et la sécurité internationale | 3744, rue Jean-Brillant | room/salle 530-1

11:30am - 12pm

12pm-12:45pm

12:45pm-2:15pm

2:15pm - 2:30pm

2:30pm - 3:30pm

3:30pm - 3:45pm

4pm - 5:15pm

5:30pm - 7pm

Registration | enregistrement

Lunch | diner

Welcome and introduction | Bienvenue et introduction

Hartmut Marhold, COMQOS, Universitat zu Kéln & Centre international de formation européenne
Johannes Miiller Gomez, COMOS, LMU Miinchen & Université de Montréal

Alina Thieme, COMOS & Universitat zu Koln

Presentation and tour de table

Working session I: Brainstorming: The European Union’s deficits and challenges
Which are the EU’s most current deficits and challenges?

Chair: Johannes Miiller Gdmez, COMOS, LMU Miinchen & Université de Montréal
First input: Henri Smith & Stephane Bekhor, MPPRI

Coffee | café

Working session Il: Problem prioritisation

Which are the EU’s most decisive deficits and urgent challenges?

Chair: Alina Thieme, COMOS & Universitat zu Koln

First input: Helgard Fréhlich, COMOS & Centre international de formation européenne & Wulf
Reiners, COMOS & Deutsches Institut fiir Entwicklungspolitik

Coffee | café

Working session Ill: Policy recommendations

Who is our target group? Which criteria should a good policy recommendation satisfy?
Chair: Johannes Miiller Gdmez, COMOS, LMU Miinchen & Université de Montréal

First input: Tobias Kunstein, COMOS & Universitat zu Koln & Hartmut Marhold, COMOQOS,
Universitat zu Koln & Centre international de formation européenne

Book discussion | Discussion du livre

Challenges of pluralism in Western societies. Europe and North America compared | Les défis
du pluralisme dans les sociétés occidentales. Une comparaison de I’Europe et de I’Amérique
du Nord

Book | Livre : Les défis du pluralisme : au-dela des frontiéres de l'altérité

Authors | Auteures : Daniela Heimpel, Université de Montréal & Saaz Taher, Université de
Montréal

Venue | Lieu : Librairie Olivieri 5219 Cote-des-Neiges Rd, Montreal



7:30pm - 9:30pm Dinner | souper
Pub McCarold
5400 Chemin de la Cote-des-Neiges, Montréal, QC H3T

31 October 2018 | 31 octobre 2018

Goethe-Institut Montréal | 1626, boul. St-Laurent | room/salle 100

10am —10:15am Welcome and recap

10:15am - 12pm Working session IV: Solution-finding and policy recommendations
What are existing reform proposals across Europe?
Chair: Alina Thieme, COMOS & Universitat zu Koln
First input: Wulf Reiners, COMOS & Deutsches Institut fiir Entwicklungspolitik & Albert
Nguyen, Université de Montréal

12pm - 1pm Lunch | diner

1pm - 2:30pm Working session V: Solution-finding and policy recommendations
Formulation of DAFEUS policy recommendations
Chair: Johannes Miiller Gdmez, COMOS, LMU Miinchen & Université de Montréal
First input: Stephane Bekhor, MPPRI & Hartmut Marhold, COMOS, Universitat zu Koln &
Centre international de formation européenne

2:30pm — 2:45 pm Coffee | café
2:45pm - 4pm Conclusion: DAFEUS policy recommendations

Discussion and finalisation of DAFEUS policy recommendations
Chair: Alina Thieme, COMOS & Universitat zu Koln



DAFEUS

The DAFEUS project has four objectives. It enhances the debate on the future development of the
EU, fosters public knowledge and awareness of EU politics, promotes EU studies in new research
areas, and strengthens the exchange between both academics and practitioners as well as civil
society and the general public.

By comparing the EU to federally organised countries, the project will shed new light on strengths
and deficits of the EU’s political system. On this basis, DAFEUS develops concrete recommendations
how to make the EU and its federal elements more effective, more efficient and more democratic.
DAFEUS will focus on three key topics:

1. Institutions and decision-making in federal systems
2. Democracy in federal systems
3. Differentiation in federal systems

DAFEUS combines academic research, public outreach and policy dialogue by organising three
DAFEUS weeks, each of which includes a policy lab and an annual conference. The events will bring
together senior and junior experts with diverse academic and professional backgrounds, policy-
makers, civil society organisations and the wider public.

The project’s output will comprise a set of webcasts, including expert interviews and speeches,
three background papers on the project’s key topics, three policy papers with recommendations
from the policy labs, three conference reports with key results, a journal article and an edited
volume gathering contributors to the project’s events. A state-of-the-art website and a
corresponding online platform for debate via Facebook complement DAFEUS’ outreach activities.

DAFEUS will be implemented by the Cologne Monnet Association for EU Studies (COMQS) in
cooperation with the Université de Montréal, the Centre international de formation européenne
and the University of Cologne.

Further information is available at www.dafeus.eu.

Contact:
COMOS programme directors & DAFEUS project directors
Directeur(e)s de programme de COMOS & du projet DAFEUS

Alina Thieme Johannes Miiller Gémez
alina.thieme@uni-koeln.de johannes.muller.gomez@umontreal.ca



